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The Inside Sc oop on Your Financ es 

Inside this Edition 
Retirement: How 
Much is Enough? 
TDECU Wealth Advisors can help 
determine what fits your needs. 

Stay Informed. 
Know the Terms 
A guide to help maximize the 
life insurance benefits you need. 

2018 Board Election 
Results 
Six Board positions were filled 
at the 2018 Annual Meeting. 
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We've saved Members over 
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Learn about whaling scams 
and how to avoid them. 
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Get what you need, 
when you need it. 
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How Much is Enough for 
Retirement? 
TDECU Wealth Advisors can help you 
decide how much is right for you. 

10 
Welcoming You Home 
TDECU Mortgage is making 
home happen. 

An Annual Meeting 
to remember 

This was TDECU s 63rd  Membership meeting and third time to simulcast 
the event from the Dow Academic Center at Brazosport College in Lake 
Jackson to satellite locations in Dallas/Fort Worth, Houston and Victoria. 
Over 1,100 Members  attended the event. The meeting, as always, included 
our traditional cash prize giveaways, delicious desserts and refreshments, 
as well as a products and services expo. 

Thank you to all our wonderful 
Members who came out in support 
of TDECU’s 2018 Annual Meeting. 

Pictured left to right: TDECU 
President and CEO, Steph Sherrodd, 
and TDECU Chairman of the Board, 
Dick Smith handing out prizes, and 
the Brazosport HS AFJROTC. 

Our Members say it best 
I ABSOLUTELY LOVE THIS CREDIT UNION! THEY HAVE HELPED ME IN SO MANY WAYS. 

WHILE REGISTERING FOR COLLEGE CLASSES, THERE WAS A DEADLINE TO PAY FOR 50%, 

AND I COULDN’T COVER THE COST. THANKS TO TDECU AND THE HALLETTSVILLE STAFF, 

I WAS INTRODUCED TO A LINE OF CREDIT AND AM NOW ABLE TO FURTHER MY COLLEGE 

EDUCATION. KEEP DOING WHAT YOU ALL DO BEST! 

– Emily B. 
Member since 2014 
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Com m u nit y Cor n e r 

TDECU sponsors Fun on the Farm at 
the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo™ 

TDECU was the presenting sponsor of Fun on the Farm at the Houston Livestock Show 
& Rodeo. This year, Fun on the Farm welcomed over 114,000 little farmers and had 
over 100 TDECU Employees volunteer and run the event. 

Fun on the Farm is a family-friendly attraction that gives kids the opportunity to 
explore farming as a business in a fun, engaging and interactive environment – 
which even includes a mini TDECU branch layout where young farmers learn how 
credit unions work to improve the lives of their Members. At the end of the financial 
education exercise and to encourage continued growth, each child received a packet 
of TDECU Sunflower Seeds and a bookmark, which included a coupon for a free 
TDECU Youth Savings Account. 

“This completes our fourth year in partnership with the Houston Livestock 
Show & Rodeo. We are looking forward to many more years supporting Rodeo 
Houston and area youth in a truly impactful way through this alliance.” 114,000+ 

Little Farmers 
100+ 

TDECU Employee 
Volunteers - Lucilla Henderson 

Vice President of Community and Business Engagement 

Complaint Notice 
If you have a problem with the services provided by TDECU, we 
encourage you to first contact an officer of TDECU and attempt 
to resolve the complaint directly with us. If any dispute is not 
resolved to your satisfaction, you may also file a complaint 
against TDECU by contacting: 

Texas Credit Union Department 
914 East Anderson Lane 
Austin, TX 78752-1699 
512.837.9236 
512.832.0278 (Fax) 
complaints@CUD.texas.gov 
CUD.texas.gov 

TDECU Document Notification 
Upon request, Members are entitled to review or receive a copy of 
the most recent version of the following credit union documents: 
balance sheet and income statement (the non-confidential pages 
of the latest call report may be provided to meet this requirement); 
a summary of the most recent annual audit; written board policy 
regarding access to the articles of incorporation, bylaws, rules, 
guidelines, board policies and copies thereof; and Internal 
Revenue Service Form 990. 

Eve n t s Cale n da r  

Save the Date 
TECH Day 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 
On site experts available to help you set up online & mobile 
banking, bill pay, mobile deposit, touch ID and more! 

Discover more at tdecu.org/tech-day. 
Available at all TDECU Member Centers. 

12th Annual Shred Day 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

TDECU Member Center locations: 
Lake Jackson Victoria-Mockingbird 
1001 FM 2004 1401 E. Mockingbird Lane 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 Victoria, TX 77904 

Missouri City 
9109 Sienna Christus Drive 
Missouri City, TX 77459 

Requests should be directed to: 
A donation of two non-perishable canned goods for 

TDECU – Your Credit Union 
local food banks is requested. We are not able to accept 

1001 FM 2004 
magazines and newspapers. 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
Or by calling 800.839.1154 x8401 
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2018 Annual Meeting Election Results 
Thank you for joining us at our 
63rd Annual Meeting on March 8. 

The results of the Board of Directors election are: 

Frank Coe Roland Hendricks George Hornback, Jr. The next board 
3-year term 3-year term 3-year term 

election will take 
place in 

2019. 

Anita Sehgal David Sikora Dick Smith 
2-year term 1-year term 3-year term 

We’ve saved Members 
over $2 million 

As of February 2018, TDECU Members 
have saved over $2 MILLION on 
Buc-ee's gas purchased with their 
TDECU credit cards. 

Save 10¢ per gallon when you fuel up at Buc-ee’s 
using any TDECU credit card!* 

Apply today! 
tdecu.org/compare-cards 

*Total amount as of February 2018. Offer is available until further notice and is not valid with other discounts.
Other restrictions may apply. 
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What 
are 
whaling 
scams? 

… easy to fall for and 
can result in signifcant 
fnancial losses. 

Whaling is a specific kind of malicious 
hacking within the general category 
of phishing, involving hackers hunting 
for data. Phishing efforts are focused 
on collecting personal data, whereas 
whaling targets high-ranking 
bankers, executives or others in 
powerful positions. 

Hackers who engage in whaling often 
describe these efforts as “reeling in 
a big fish,” referring to the process of 
scouring technologies for loopholes 
and opportunities for data theft. 

Whaling scams aim at getting 
employees to transfer money or send 
sensitive information to a hacker 
acting as a trusted source via email. 

It’s easy to fall for and can result in 
significant financial losses. 

These emails can be difficult to catch 
because they appear to be harmless 
and have a normal, friendly tone and 
no suspicious links or attachments. 
They will likely appear to come from 
a high-level official, typically the CEO 
or CFO, and often ask you to disclose 
sensitive information or initiate a wire 
transfer on their behalf. 

A few things to watch out for in a 
typical whaling attempt: 
• Whalers may utilize fake email 

domains that look similar to a 
company’s domain. 

• Whalers often ask you to send 
money immediately, stating 
they’re busy or in a meeting and 
can’t do it themselves. 

• Since whaling relies on 
impersonation via a fake email 
address, they will ask you to not 
call with questions and reply 
through email only. 

If you receive an email you 
suspect to be a whaling 

attempt, or if you are unsure 
of an email’s legitimacy, 

do not respond. 
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Spring 
has sprung 
Get your garden on! 

April is peak season for vegetable gardening 
in the Houston area. The USDA created plant 
hardiness maps for the entire United States, 
and most of the Houston area sits within Zone 
9a. This zone is ideal for planting vegetables 
because most of the cold frosts end in March. 
Start your garden today and plant amazing 
veggies like corn, peppers and squash. A 
vegetable garden is a great way to engage 
children in understanding the process of how 
plants work, as well as reinforcing the concepts 
of food production and distribution. Plus, the 
benefits of healthy snacks are amazing! 

Spring cleaning 

It’s time to throw back the shutters, beat the 
rugs and wipe cobwebs from the walls. Spring 
cleaning has arrived! Take a look at how you 
can de-clutter by donating used items to 
charitable organizations. Make a list of home 
projects and set a budget. Consider how to 
best utilize your time – select which jobs you 
can do yourself and which ones might require 
professional assistance. Make sure to change 
batteries in your smoke detectors and undergo 
routine home maintenance, such as cleaning 
the gutters and checking sprinkler heads. 

A vegetable garden 
is a great way to 
engage children 

Closet clean out 

Don’t forget to clean out your closets! Take a 
hard look at your closet inventory and ditch 
those clothes you never wear. Sort gently used 
children’s clothes and find a local charity that 
can place your clothes with people in need. 
Many Hurricane Harvey survivors are in need of 
new clothes this spring. Check your shoes too 
and purge those you no longer need. 
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Some 
things just 
can’t wait. 
From unexpected expenses to 
once-in-a-lifetime vacations, a 
TDECU My Way Loan is the way to go. 

My Way Loans from TDECU are the best way to 

get what you need, when you need it — with a 

competitive interest rate, fexible payment options, 

and an easy online application. Plus, no collateral 

is required to get started. 

Incredible limited-time rate 
on My Way Loans! 

5.99%APR*

$4,000 w/ 48-mo. term 

$6,000 w/ 60-mo. term 

$7,000 w/ 72-mo. term 

Apply today! 

Visit tdecu.org/my-way, stop by a Member Center, 

or call 800.839.1154. 

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Lowest standard APR is 5.99% and is based on credit score. Estimated monthly payment for a $7,000 loan would be
$115.96 at 5.99% for 72 months. Credit approval required. To qualify for this offer, you must have a primary personal checking account with a recurring
direct deposit in the amount of $100 or more; or, you must establish a recurring direct deposit in the amount of $100 or more within 60 days of opening
a new primary personal checking account. Rate and terms of this offer may change without notice. Contact TDECU for full terms/conditions. Federally
insured by NCUA.
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Retirement: 

How much 
is enough? 
There have been a lot of numbers thrown around regarding 
how much you need in order to retire comfortably. 
According to AARP, a real retirement number will be 
different for each person. 

There are many factors to consider when planning for your 
golden years. You ll need an advisor with experience who 
can strive to help you live comfortably while pursuing your 
retirement dreams. TDECU Wealth Advisors can help you 
figure out how much is right for you, and the best ways to 
reach your financial goals. 

We’ll help you: 
• Take the stress out of financial planning 
• Devise a plan for your retirement 
• Track and implement your customized plan 

Get in touch today … your future is waiting! 

Call TDECU Wealth Advisors at 877.635.7028 or visit 
tdecu.org/wealth advisors for your complimentary, 
no obligation financial planning consultation. 

Your future is waiting! 

Content in this material is for general information only and not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual. 

Not NCUA Insured Not Credit Union Guaranteed May Lose Value 

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered
through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. TDECU, TDECU Wealth Advisors and TDECU Insurance Agency, LLC are not registered broker/dealers
and are separate entities from LPL Financial. 
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Stay informed. 
Know the terms. 

Before choosing a life insurance policy, it’s important to learn 
some basic terms to help you get the benefts you need. 

Types of Insurance Policies: 

Term Life Insurance – A life insurance policy designed to last 
for a specific number of years. When the policy expires, the 
owner and beneficiary do not receive any money. 

Guaranteed Universal Life Insurance–  A life insurance 
policy with fixed costs and benefits. Missing a single payment 
can invalidate the entire policy. 

Indexed Universal Life Insurance – A life insurance policy 
with a value determined by investments in bonds, money 
markets, equity accounts or other vehicles. 

Whole Life Insurance – A life insurance policy that 
accumulates value over time and never expires. 

Policy Participant Terms: 

Policy owner – The person who owns the policy and 
typically pays the premiums. 

Beneficiary–  The personal who receives benefits from 
a life insurance policy when the policy owner passes away. 
Often, more than one beneficiary can be named. 

Contingent beneficiary–  The person who receives 
the life insurance policy benefits if the original beneficiary 
is deceased. 

Irrevocable beneficiary–  Also called an “absolute 
beneficiary,” a beneficiary who cannot be changed without 
authorization from the policy owner. 

Policy Terms: 

Cash value – The amount of money the policy owner will 
receive after canceling the life insurance policy. Also known 
as the “surrender value” and “cash surrender value.” 

Dividend–  A portion of the insurance company’s profits that 
are paid to whole life policyholders. 

Face amount – The amount of money paid to the beneficiary 
upon the policy owner’s death. The policy owner may also 
receive the face amount when a policy reaches maturity. 

Original age conversion – A conversion standard used 
when transferring a term life policy to a permanent plan. The 
conversion is based on the policyholder’s age and when the 
original policy was bought. 

Premiums– The amount you pay for your life insurance policy. 

Purchasing a life insurance policy helps ensure you and 
your family will have enough money to thrive. Without 
one, your family’s financial security could be at risk. 

Visit us at tdecu.org/tdecu-insurance or call 888.833.7358 
to find a policy that matches your needs. 

Insurance products are not deposits, not NCUA insured and not guaranteed by TDECU Insurance Agency, LLC or Texas Dow Employees Credit Union. 
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Welcoming 
you home 
We Make Home Happen™ 

at TDECU Mortgage 

*Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. We require a copy of the Loan Estimate and
Closing Disclosure from the competitor for comparison purposes in order to receive the $250 if we can’t meet or beat
your qualified rate. Visit tdecu.org/mortgage for complete requirements. 

Our team provides the expertise and personalized service to make 

your dream of owning a home a reality. And we’re here to make 

your journey easy and affordable with competitive loan rates, up to 

100% financing, and our $250 Rate Match Promise*. 

Why wait to achieve your dream of homeownership? TDECU Mortgage is here to help 

you move forward into home sweet home! 

Our Mortgage Mobile App – TDECU® Mortgage™ Simplified – has 

all the tools you need to make home happen and it’s just a tap away! 

The TDECU Mortgage Simplified App streamlines the home loan 

process for buyers and realtors: 

• Use the Mortgage Calculator 
to see payment amounts using 
different scenarios 

• Scan paperwork and easily send 
mortgage documents on an 
encrypted and secure site 

• Easily apply for a TDECU 
Home Loan by completing 
the mobile loan application 

• Track loan progress with 
real-time updates 

It’s easy to use and available to all TDECU Members. Simply download 

the app for your Apple iOS® or Android® mobile device today! 

We’ve made applying for a home 
loan even easier! 

Apply today! 

Visit tdecu.org/mortgage, call 877.774.2657, 

or stop by your nearest Member Center. 
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